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REVISED GUIDANCE ON THE CONTINUED USE OF EXISTING IMO TYPE PORTABLE 
TANKS AND ROAD TANK VEHICLES FOR THE TRANSPORT OF 

DANGEROUS GOODS 
 
 

1 The United Nations Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous 
Goods (CETDG), at its eighteenth session in December 1996, adopted a new edition of the 
United Nations Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods (Model Regulations), 
which contain a series of recommendations for the revision of the provisions for the design, 
construction, inspection, testing, certification, retesting and use of portable tanks.  
 

2 The revised recommendations for portable tanks represented a major overhaul of the 
provisions included in the Model Regulations agreed in 1970s. These recommendations reflect 
the introduction of a system of specifying suitable portable tank instructions for those entries 
in the Dangerous Goods List of the Model Regulations, where multi-modal transport should be 
permitted by a portable tank instruction (T-instruction). In certain instances, the T-instructions 
are modified and extended by portable tank special provisions (TP). 
 

3 As a result, the recommendations for portable tanks were included in chapter 4.2 
concerning their use and chapter 6.7 on their design and construction, as contained in 
the 10th revised edition of Model Regulations (June 1997).  
 

4 Subsequently, the CETDG invited all dangerous goods regulators, whether for 
international or domestic transport, to base their legal instruments on that edition of the Model 
Regulations. 
 

5 Consequently, the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC), at its seventy-second session 
(17 to 26 May 2000), adopted amendment 30-00 to the IMDG Code, introducing the new 
provisions for the construction and use of UN portable tanks, based on the 10th revised edition 
of the UN Model Regulations. In addition, the harmonized IMDG Code took into account further 
amendments included in the 11th revised edition of the Model Regulation published in 1999. 
 

6 The Sub-Committee on Dangerous Goods, Solid Cargoes and Containers, at its 
fourth session (September 1999), noting the significant changes to the provisions concerning 
existing IMO type portable tanks as contained in amendment 29-98 of the IMDG Code, 
considered whether the continued use of the portable tanks should be permitted and, if so, 
under what provisions. 
 

7 As a result, the Sub-Committee agreed to certain transitional arrangements for 
existing IMO portable tanks as follows: 
 

.1 during the period from 2000 to 2002, manufacturers of portable tanks could 
continue to produce IMO portable tanks in accordance with amendment 29-98; 
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.2 until the end of 2009, portable tanks of an alternative technical specification 
(T-instruction) than that recommended in the Model Regulations could 
continue to be used for certain dangerous goods; and  

 

.3 IMO tanks built prior to 2003 may be used until the end of their life if such 
tanks are in compliance with periodic inspection and test provisions. 

 

8 Where an alternative specification portable tank was allowed during the period up to 
the end of 2009, an alternative T-instruction was given in column (12) of the Dangerous Goods 
List (DGL) of the provisions set out in 3.2.1 of the IMDG Code. All those alternative  
T-instructions were deleted from that column of the DGL in amendment 34-08 of the  
IMDG Code in anticipation of the end of this transitional period. From 2010 onwards, both IMO 
portable tanks and UN portable tanks must be offered in accordance with the T-instruction 
specified in column (13) of the DGL. 
 

9 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its sixty-ninth session (11 to 20 May 1998) agreed 
that existing IMO type portable tanks and road tank vehicles may continue to be used until the 
end of their life on the condition that they successfully pass the periodic inspections and tests as 
described in the Code. However, the detailed provisions for such tanks, which were contained 
in section 13 of amendment 29-98 of the Code, were not included in subsequent amendments 
to the Code. 
 

10 In this context, the DSC Sub-Committee, at its eighth session (22 to 26 September 2003), 
noting that the IMDG Code amendment 31-02 would attain mandatory status from 1 January 2004, 
developed the guidance as contained in DSC/Circ.12, reproducing the construction provisions 
applicable to IMO portable tanks and road tank vehicles.  
 

11 Recognizing that IMO portable tanks, road tank vehicles and UN portable tanks 
should be taken out of service for the transport of dangerous goods when they are no longer 
capable of passing a 2.5-year intermediate inspection and test or a 5-year inspection and test. 
It was accepted that IMO portable tanks and road tank vehicles would continue in use for many 
years to come and that there was no reason to deny their continued use while they remain safe. 
 

12 In the case that further revisions to the recommendations for the construction and use 
of portable tanks were to be included in future editions of the UN Model Regulations, these 
would have to be introduced, if applicable, in the IMDG Code, when amended. Therefore, 
where these provisions affect the T-instruction allocated to individual entries in 3.2.1, 
transitional arrangements for the continued use of the previously allocated T-instruction may 
be indicated by the use of additional portable tank special provisions (TP). 
 

13 The CCC Sub-Committee, at its second session (14 to 18 September 2015), taking 
into account the above, in particular paragraph 12, agreed to the Revised guidance on the 
continued use of existing IMO type portable tanks and road tank vehicles for the transport of 
dangerous goods, as set out in the annex. 
 

14 Member Governments are invited to bring the revised guidance to the attention of 
tank owners and operators, shipowners, ship operators, companies, seafarers, inspecting and 
certifying authorities, consignors and shippers, and all other parties concerned with the 
transport of dangerous goods in packaged form by sea. 

 

15 This circular supersedes DSC/Circ.12. 
 
 

*** 
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ANNEX 
 

REVISED GUIDANCE ON THE CONTINUED USE OF EXISTING IMO TYPE PORTABLE 
TANKS AND ROAD TANK VEHICLES FOR THE TRANSPORT  

OF DANGEROUS GOODS 
 
 
Contents: 
 
 Section 1 Introduction 
 Section 2 Continued use of IMO type portable tanks and road tank vehicles 
 Section 3 Provisions for IMO type portable tanks and road tank vehicles including 

design, construction, inspection and testing   
 
Section 1 – Introduction 
 
The purpose of this circular is to enable tank manufacturers, owners, operators, consignors, 
certifying and inspection authorities, and others engaged in the transport of dangerous goods 
in IMO type portable tanks and road tank vehicles designed, constructed and approved 
before 1 January 2003 to meet their duties.  
 
The main objective is to clarify the use of such tanks taking into account their construction 
provisions, which are given in section 3 of this circular.   
 
The provisions of this circular apply to IMO Type 1, 2, 5 and 7 portable tanks and IMO Type 4, 6 
and 8 road tank vehicles. 
 
However, this circular does not apply to IMO type 4, 6 and 8 road tank vehicles that have been 
designed, constructed and approved in accordance with chapter 6.8 from amendment 30-00 
of the Code onwards. 
   
Definitions of the IMO tank types can be found in the Note to paragraph 4.2.0 of the Code. 
 
Portable tanks designed, constructed, and approved in accordance with chapters 4.2 and 6.7 
of the Code are referred to as UN portable tanks in this circular. 
 
Section 2 – Continued use of IMO type portable tanks and road tank vehicles 
 
2.1 Introduction 
 
This guidance applies to IMO type portable tanks and road tank vehicles on long international 
voyages approved prior to the entry into force of amendment 30-00 of the Code. The provisions 
of chapter 6.8 of the Code as amended apply to IMO road tank vehicles approved on or 
after 1 January 2002.   
 
The purpose of this section is to clarify the application of the T-instructions and the portable 
tank special provisions (TP) to IMO portable tanks and road tank vehicles with respect to their 
design and construction provisions set out in section 3. 
 
Note: IMO portable tanks and road tank vehicles are sometimes referred to as "first 
generation portable tanks and road tank vehicles". 

                                                
  Note: Any reference to the Code refers to the IMDG Code, as amended. All other references refer to 

paragraphs within this circular.   
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2.2 General  
 
2.2.1 Each portable tank instruction is identified by an alphanumeric designation 
(T1 to T75). Column 13 in the Dangerous Goods List in 3.2.1 of the Code indicates the portable 
tank instruction that should be used for each substance permitted for transport in an IMO type 
portable tank or road tank vehicle. When no portable tank instruction appears in the Dangerous 
Goods List, transport of the substance in portable tanks or road tank vehicles is not permitted 
unless a competent authority approval is granted as set out in 6.7.1.3 of the Code.   
 
2.2.2 Portable tank special provisions are assigned to specific dangerous goods 
in column 14 of the Dangerous Goods List in 3.2.1 of the Code. Each portable tank special 
provision is identified by an alphanumeric designation (such as TP1).  
 
2.2.3 Full details of the portable tank instructions and the portable tank special provisions 
can be found in chapter 4.2 of the Code. 
 
2.2.4 There will continue to be amendments to the UN Model Regulations concerning the 
construction and use of UN portable tanks as necessary on a two-year cycle. Changes to the 
allocated T-instructions for entries in the Dangerous Goods List, 3.2.1 of the Model Regulations 
will appear in each new published edition. These recommendations are likely to be adopted 
by the Maritime Safety Committee for inclusion in future amendment to the Code. When this 
occurs, a transitional period for the continued use of the existing IMO or UN portable tanks 
conforming to the former T-instruction will normally be included. The transitional period will be 
indicated by the addition of a new special portable tank provision (TP) in 3.2.1 of the Code. 
 
2.2.5 There is no requirement to re-certify IMO type portable tanks as UN portable tanks. 
Although there may be some technical differences in their design and construction, for the 
purposes of the Code they are deemed to be equivalent to each other. IMO type portable tanks 
retain their original data plates. While there is no requirement to re-certify IMO type portable 
tanks as UN portable tanks, doing so is not prohibited and is subject to design approval by the 
appropriate competent authority or its authorized body in accordance with 6.7.2.18.1 of the 
Code. 
 
2.3 Determination of the appropriate portable tank instructions for liquids and solids 
 
When a specific portable tank instruction is specified in the Dangerous Goods List of the Code, 
portable tanks of a higher test pressure, greater shell thickness, more stringent bottom opening 
and pressure relief device arrangements may be used. A table is provided at 4.2.5.2.5 of the 
Code. This specifies the alternative T-instructions which may be applied in selecting a suitable 
IMO or UN portable tank.   

 
2.4 Portable tank special provisions (TP) 
 

Portable tank special provisions are assigned to certain substances in column 14 in the 
Dangerous Goods List of the Code to indicate provisions which are in addition to those 
provided by the T-instruction. Portable tank provisions are identified by an alphanumeric 
designation beginning with the letters "TP" (tank provision). Full details concerning portable 
tank special provisions are contained in 4.2.5.3 of the Code. 
 
2.5 Indicating conformance with Portable Tank Instruction on IMO portable tanks   
 
2.5.1 Each IMO portable tank should be marked, either on the portable tank itself or on a 
metal plate firmly secured to the portable tank, with an indication of the portable tank instruction 
for which it meets the minimum test pressure, minimum shell thickness, pressure relief 
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requirements and bottom opening requirements as shown in 4.2.5.2.6 of the Code. The 
markings should conform to the provisions of 4.2.0.3. This marking is not an indication that the 
portable tank meets design and construction criteria for any particular UN portable tank, but is 
an indication that the tank complies with the requirements given in 4.2.5.2.6 of the Code for 
the applicable portable tank instruction marked on the portable tank.  
 
2.5.2 The existing IMO tank-type marking required by the Code at date of manufacture 
should continue to be displayed. 
 
2.5.3 IMO portable tanks not currently marked with the portable tank instruction must be 
marked in accordance with 4.2.0.3 of the Code.  
 
2.6 Use of IMO type 4, 6 and 8 tanks on short international voyages 
 
2.6.1 This guidance applies to IMO type 4, 6 and 8 portable tanks and road tank vehicles 
on short international voyages approved prior to the entry into force of amendment 30-00 of the 
Code.  
 
2.6.2 An IMO type 4 tank should be attached to the chassis when transported on board 
ships and should be driven on board on its own wheels and be fitted with permanent tie-down 
attachments for securing on board the ship. 
 
Section 3 – Provisions for IMO type portable tanks and road tank vehicles including 
 design, construction, inspection and testing   
 
3.1 Introduction 
 
The provisions for IMO portable tanks and road tank vehicles from section 13 of 
amendment 29-98 of the Code are reproduced in the appendix below. The reproduced text is 
intended for reference purposes to ensure design and construction requirements are available 
to users of this circular that require such information.  
 
The only text not reproduced from amendment 29-98 are the appendices, which list in chart 
format substances suitable for transport in portable tanks or road tank vehicles. These 
appendices were not reproduced because users are now required to consult the dangerous 
goods list to determine the appropriate portable tank instruction and special provisions. 
 
Users of IMO portable tanks should be aware that all other applicable provisions of the Code 
apply. 
 
3.2 Reproduction of section 13 of the IMDG Code, as amended by 29-98 
 
The reproduced text in the attached appendix represents the provisions that were in force at the 
time of the 29-98 amendments, including unchanged provisions of earlier amendments 27-94 
and 28-96.   
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APPENDIX 
 

Reproduction of Section 13 of the IMDG Code, amendment 29-98 
 

 
" 
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